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Reviews
M i l t o n , Sp e n s e r , a n d  t h e  Ch r o n i c l e s  o f  N a r n i a : 
Li t e r a r y  So u r c e s  f o r  C.S. Le w i s 's  N o v e l s . E lizabeth  
B aird  H ardy . Jefferson, N.C.: M cFarland , 2007. vii + 188 pp . $35.00. 
ISBN 978-0-7864-2876-2. (O rders 800-253-2187 or w w w . 
m cfarlandpub .com .)
A l t h o u g h  t h i s  b o o k  is a im ed  a t a genera l aud ience, even  read e rs  w ho  
are  fam iliar w ith  th e  a b u n d a n t scho larsh ip  on  th e  C hronicles as w ell as the 
ta les them selves w ill find  fresh  insigh ts in  it. The au th o r h a s  re a d  the series 
th o ro u g h ly  a n d  percep tive ly  an d  h as a rran g ed  a h o st of observa tions in  five w ell- 
o rg an ized  chap ters. T he first th ree  deal w ith  ch a rac te rs—th e  tw o  w itches; o thers 
w h o  do  evil, in c lu d in g  "m isled  p ro tagon ists" ; a n d  "G irls W hose H ead s  H ave  
S om eth ing  inside  Them : T he C harac te riza tion  of W om en." T he o th er tw o 
chap te rs  deal w ith  se ttings (the creation  of N arn ia , th e  g a rd en  of D igory 's 
tem p ta tion , th e  sea, U n d erlan d , n a tu ra l b eau ty  vs. artifice, a n d  A slan 's C ountry) 
an d  teach ings (the re la tion  of p ag an  m ytho log ies to  C hristianity , th e  n a tu re  of the 
d iv ine, obed ience a n d  free w ill, sin an d  red em p tio n , an d  m o ra l an d  sp iritua l 
d iscip line). A long  th e  way, H a rd y  seeks to  correct several p ers is ten t 
m isu n d ers tan d in g s: for exam ple, she believes th a t s ta rtin g  th e  series w ith  The 
Magician's Nephew  reduces its effectiveness, th a t L ew is's characteriza tion  of girls 
an d  w om en  is genera lly  q u ite  positive, a n d  th a t th e  series e n d s  w ith  Susan 
Pevensie  n o t irre tr iev ab ly  lost.
T he p a rticu la r topics tre a ted  in  th e  five chap te rs  w ere  selected  because 
th ey  w ere  co nsidered  to reflect L ew is's read in g  of Spenser o r M ilton  or bo th . 
W ith  each topic, H a rd y  jux taposes w h a t L ew is does in  th e  C hronicles w ith  
som eth ing  from  The Faerie Queene o r Paradise Lost. T hus in  the  first chap te r Jadis 
is com pared  to S penser 's  D uessa  a n d  L ucifera an d  to  M ilton 's Satan, an d  th is 
p a tte rn  is fo llow ed  th ro u g h o u t. A s a re su lt m an y  in te restin g  sim ilarities are 
no ted . B ut resem blances are  n o t necessarily  "sources," as the  book 's sub title  
claim s, a n d  p h rases  like "d is tin c t possib ility" o r "s trik in g ly  sim ilar"  are  no  
su b stitu te  for a rg u in g  a case. T he sp rings of artistic  creativ ity  are  m ysterious. 
L ew is fam ously  d ep reca ted  the gam e of sou rce-hun ting , an d  w h a t h e  w ro te  
ab o u t Spenser app lies to  h im  also: "H is  m in d  w as so concoctive a n d  esem plastic
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th a t th e  fru its  of h is  read in g  m e t an d  m in g led  a n d  tran sfo rm ed  one ano ther till 
th ey  becam e u n reco g n izab le—as h a p p e n s  on  th e  'ro a d  to  X an ad u '"  (English 
Literature, 355). The C hronicles contain, to  be  sure, som e u n d o u b te d  bo rro w in g s 
from  Spenser an d  M ilton , m o s t of w h ich  h a d  a lread y  been  iden tif ied  in  the 
scholarsh ip , a n d  H a rd y  d u ly  reco rds n ea rly  all of these  (no t alw ays g iv ing  d u e  
credit). M ost of th e  sim ilarities th a t she finds, how ever, likely  ind ica te  com m on 
in fluences on  L ew is an d  th e  tw o  earlie r poets, especially  b ib lical an d  classical 
in fluences (as H a rd y  finally  acknow ledges on  p. 160) as w ell as a rchetypes 
u n d e rly in g  even  those, ra th e r th a n  b o rro w in g s—consciously  or n o t—from  either 
Spenser o r M ilton. A n  u n fo rtu n a te  side effect of th e  n a rro w  focus on  these  tw o 
poem s th a t L ew is k n ew  so w ell is to  d im in ish  th e  richness of h is a llusiveness to 
th e  w ho le  ran g e  of earlie r lite ra tu re . To say, in  d iscussing  A slan 's C o u n try  in  The 
Last Battle, th a t " th e  concept of som eth ing  w ith  a b igger in side  th a n  its o u ts id e  is 
one th a t L ew is does n o t d ra w  from  h is  sources" (132) is to  ignore a long  trad itio n  
exp lo ring  th is p a radox , one th a t inc ludes D onne ("Im m ensity  clo istered  in  th y  
d ea r w om b") a n d  D ante 's C elestial Rose. (A nd  after the  d iscussion  of the 
sub tle ties of "L ew is's p a rad ise"  ex is ting  n o t " in  th e  lite ra l h eav en s"  b u t "in  
an o th e r d im ension , [w ithout] spa tia l lim its," it seem s a b it sim plistic  to  say  in  the 
n ex t p a ra g ra p h  th a t he  "believed  [heaven] to  be an  actua l p lace" [132].)
Surprisingly , H a rd y  m isses the  association  be tw een  th e  silver chair in  
w h ich  P rince R ilian  is im p riso n ed  an d  th a t in  th e  G ard en  of P ro se rp in a  in  The 
Faerie Queene 2.7.53 (see John  D. Cox, "E pistem ological R elease in  The Silver 
Chair," in  P eter J. Schakel's 1977 collection The Longing fo r  a Form, 162-63. M y 
o w n  con tribu tion  to  The Longing fo r  a Form  p o in ts  o u t a few  o th er para lle ls  [but 
n o t "sources"] in  Paradise Lost). M oreover, h e r decision  to  lim it d iscussion  of 
Spenser to  The Faerie Queene p rec lu d es n o tin g  a possib le  connection  b e tw een  The 
Last Battle an d  M other Hubberds Tale, w ith  its A pe d isg u ised  in  a cast-off lion 's 
sk in  an d  ru lin g  th e  gu llib le  m asses (though  th e  A ss in  Spenser 's  po em  p lays a 
m ore  exalted  ro le th an  th e  d o n k ey  P uzzle . I t m a y  also be significant th a t tw ice in 
th is poem  Spenser uses the  w o rd  "sh ift"  to refer to  crooked  dealing .)
B ut even  th o u g h  its assertions are  often  h ig h ly  sp ecu la tiv e—as an 
exam ple, C asp ian 's  "u su rp in g  unc le" M iraz  h a s  less in  com m on w ith  the 
re la tive ly  obscure unc le  of "T ristam  [sic]" in  Spenser (54) th an  w ith  Shakespeare 's 
C la u d iu s—th e  book  offers m u ch  g o o d  co m m en tary  on  L ew is's w ork . Som etim es 
it takes the  fo rm  of an  in s truc tive  con trast (ra th e r th a n  parallel) w ith  an  earlier 
poet's h a n d lin g  of sim ilar m ateria l, as for exam ple  be tw een  P rince R ilian  an d  
S penser 's  V erdan t K n igh t (47-48). I fo u n d  illu m in a tin g  th e  com parison  be tw een  
L ucy  Pevensie  an d  Spenser 's  U n a  (80-84) as w ell as H ard y 's  in sigh ts on  Lew is's 
p h ra se  " fa rth e r in "  (174n20). O th e r read e rs  w ill h ave  th e ir o w n  favorites.
For th e  re ta il p rice  of th is paperback , one cou ld  w ish  th a t th e  pub lish er 
h a d  inves ted  a b it m ore  in  copy  ed iting , to  im prove  g ram m ar, spelling, style, and
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fac tual accuracy, a n d  in  p roo fread ing . B ut th ere  are  m istakes th a t m ere  in -house  
checking  p rob ab ly  w o u ld n 't h av e  caught, ran g in g  from  th e  m isspe lling  
"R ubb lebuffin" (rep ea ted  th ree  tim es, 61f.) to  id en tify in g  M ilton 's e lep h an t as 
" lev ia th an "  in s tead  of "beh em o th "  (115). I seriously  question  eq u a tin g  the 
g a rd e n  in  The Magician's Nephew  w ith  th e  one in  w h ich  Eustace is u n d rag o n ed : a 
fo u n ta in  is n o t th e  sam e as a w ell. N o r is th e  R edcrosse K night's o rdea l in  the 
H o u se  of H o liness (FQ  1.10) accom pan ied  b y  "bap tism a l im agery" (72, 151); th a t 
com es in  th e  n ex t canto, as p a r t  of a d iffe ren t ep isode. A n d  I w o n d e red  w h e th e r 
th e  need less in sertion  "[sic]" after "v ice-gernet" (90) resu lted  from  fa ilu re  to 
check th e  q u o ta tio n  ag a in s t L ew is's tex t o r from  sim ply  n o t b e in g  fam iliar w ith  
Lew is's w o rd  "vice-geren t."
Finally, a w o rd  m u s t be said  ab o u t the  confusing  docum enta tion . 
P ack ing  all references for a g iven  p a ra g ra p h  in to  a single n o te —th e  reg u la r 
p rac tice  h e re —presen ts  read e rs  w ith  an  u n n ecessa ry  challenge, m ak in g  it h a rd  to 
so rt o u t w h o  sa id  w hat, especially  w h en  (as is o ften  the case) the  p a ra g ra p h  
contains several q u o ta tio n s  w ith  n o  in -tex t a ttribu tion .
It is p e rh a p s  in  th e  n a tu re  of a rev iew  to give d isp ro p o rtio n a te  space to 
n eg a tiv e  com m ents w h e re  these are deem ed  necessary. I  w o u ld  n o t w an t th em  to 
obscure  th is book 's rea l m e r its—its o ften  ju d ic ious com m en tary  on  th e  characters 
an d  teach ings of th e  C hron icles a n d  th e  g lim pses it p ro v id es  in to  a t least som e of 
th e  w ays L ew is's lite ra ry  heritage  in fo rm ed  h is creative w ork.
— C harles A. H u tta r
C.S. LEW IS: Li f e , Wo r k s , AND Le g a c y  [Four V olum es]. E d ited  by  Bruce 
L. E dw ards. W estport: P raeg er (A n Im p rin t of G reenw ood  P u b lish in g  G roup), 
2007. H ardcover. 1416pp. $300.00. Set ISBN 978-0-275-99116-6.
I t  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  y e a r s  since the  first ap pearance  of W alter 
H o o p e r 's  C.S. Lewis: A  Companion and Guide an d  alm ost as long  since th e  arrival 
of Jeffrey G. Schultz an d  John  G. W est's C.S. Lewis Readers' Encyclopedia -  for 
w h ich  Bruce E d w ard s  w ro te  tw en ty -five  en tries  an d  ad v ised  on  the  ed ito ria l 
board . T his b e in g  th e  case, a n e w  reference w ork  th a t cou ld  h e lp  to  b rin g  the 
L ew is com m un ity  u p  to da te  on  th e  scho larsh ip  of th e  las t d ecad e  w as overdue. 
E dw ards 's  C.S. Lewis: Life, Works, and Legacy ostensib ly  seeks to  do ju s t that. But 
so m ew h a t surprising ly , E d w ard s  m ak es little m en tio n  of e ither of th e  p reced ing
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w orks on  w hose  sh o u ld e rs  the p re sen t collection, in  som e w ays, stands. R ather, 
h e  w rites  in  h is  P reface th a t "[s]cho lars a n d  ad m irers  alike h ave  long  so u g h t a 
fu ll-fledged , ba lanced  b io-critical trea tm en t of th e  life a n d  w orks of C.S. L ew is" 
(xiii); b u t w h a t th en  are  th e  Companion and Guide a n d  Readers' Encyclopedia, one 
m ig h t w ell ask?
Be th is as it may, Life, Works, and Legacy is an  am bitious a n d  genera lly  
v e ry  good  collection of m ore  th a n  fifty  essays b y  som e fo rty  asso rted  
con tribu to rs in  th e  field  of L ew is stud ies. E d w ard s  h a s  o rgan ized  th is eno rm ous 
u n d e rta k in g  in to  fou r d is tinc t volum es, each tak in g  as its p rim a ry  focus one 
aspect o f L ew is; a n d  h e  h a s  w ritten  an  in tro d u c to ry  chap te r to  set th e  scope for 
th ree  of th e  fou r vo lum es (V ictor R ep p ert does th e  job for V olum e 3). O ver the 
course o f each  volum e, the  a p p a re n t m ission  is to  tre a t the  titu la r fea tu res  of 
Lew is's life, w orks, an d  legacy. All too often, how ever, th e  last is g iven  the 
sho rtest shrift, th o u g h  it is a rg u ab ly  th e  m o s t im p o rtan t o f th e  three.
T he firs t volum e, A n  Examined Life, consists o f th irteen  p rim arily  
b iog raph ica l essays, a rran g ed  in  ro u g h ly  chronological order. Several o f the 
chap te rs  focus on  m ore  specia lized  sub jec ts—for exam ple, Lew is's service in  
W orld  W ar I, o r L ew is's re la tionsh ip s w ith  O w en  Barfield, J.R.R. Tolkien, a n d  Joy 
D av id m an . T he second  volum e, Fantasist, Mythmaker, &  Poet, p resen ts  a fu r th e r 
th irteen  essays on  th e  b u lk  of Lew is's creative oeuvre. T hese in c lude  an  essay  each 
on  the th ree  books o f th e  Space Trilogy, th ree  essays on  The Chronicles o f Narnia, 
th ree  on  Lew is's poetry, a n d  one each  on  Till We Have Faces, The Screwtape Letters 
(w h ich  cou ld  h av e  fit eq ua lly  w ell in  th e  th ird  volum e), an d  on  L ew is's shorter 
fiction. In  the  last, K atherine  H a rp e r  ad d resses the  Dark Tower con troversy  deftly  
an d  w ith o u t b ias. T he th ird  volum e, Apologist, Philosopher, &  Theologian, con tains 
tw elve  essays d iscussing  L ew is's apologetics, serm ons, a n d  theological w ritings. 
T his inc ludes tre a tm en t of Mere Christianity, The Pilgrim 's Regress, The Great 
Divorce, The Abolition o f M an , Miracles, Letters to Malcolm , Reflections on the Psalms, 
an d  Surprised By Joy, inter alia. The Problem o f Pain, surprisingly , does n o t h ave  its 
o w n  chapter, th o u g h  it is m en tio n ed  in  several. Finally, th e  fo u rth  volum e, 
Scholar, Teacher, &  Public Intellectual, concludes th e  collection w ith  th irteen  essays 
on  Lew is's academ ic an d  scholarly  accom plishm ents. T hese essays trea t The 
Allegory o f Love, The Discarded Image, The Four Loves, Studies In Words, English 
Literature in the Sixteenth Century, as w ell as several m ore  genera l d iscussions of 
Lew is's ro le as scholar, teacher, an d  prolific  co rresponden t. A n  Experim ent in 
Criticism , how ever, does n o t g e t its o w n  ded ica ted  essay; n o r do  an y  of th e  o ther 
collections of L ew is's academ ic essays (e.g., Studies in Medieval and Renaissance 
Literature). A ll told, th is  is, if n o t an exhaustive collection, a t least a th o ro u g h  one.
B etw een them , the  fo u r vo lum es con tain  som e excellent con tribu tions to 
L ew is stud ies. T he tastes o f in d iv id u a l re ad e rs  w ill certa in ly  vary, b u t for me, 
som e p a rticu la r gem s inc lude  "C.S. L ew is Scholarship: A  B ibliographical
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O verv iew " b y  D iana  Pavlac G lyer a n d  D av id  B ratm an, w h ich  p resen ts  a 
su m m ary  of th e  seco n d ary  lite ra tu re  on  L ew is (necessarily  selective, b u t all the  
m ore  valuab le  for th e  d iscernm en t show n  b y  th e  au thors), as w ell as a u sefu lly  
an n o ta ted  b ib lio g rap h y  of som e of the  key  con tribu tions to  L ew is stud ies. It's an 
excellent w a rm -u p  for read e rs  w ho  w ill go on  to  G lyer's su p erb  book  The 
Company They Keep, w ith  its a p p en d ix  by  B ratm an. A no ther excellent p iece is 
"E nglish  L ite ra tu re  in  th e  S ixteenth  C en tu ry : C.S. L ew is as a L ite ra ry  H isto rian" 
b y  D onald  T. W illiam s, a cogent tre a tm en t of one of L ew is's least re a d  b u t m o s t 
in te restin g  w orks. I w o u ld  also h ig h lig h t " 'G ifted  A m ateu rs ': C.S. Lew is a n d  the 
Ink lings" b y  D av id  B ratm an, w h ich  p ro v id es a clear, concise, a n d  accurate 
b io g rap h y  of L ew is a n d  th e  Inklings. D on W. K ing 's th ree  chap te rs on  th e  p o e try  
of L ew is are also rew ard ing , as is D evin  B row n's essay  on  The Screwtape Letters, 
th o u g h  B row n could  h av e  de lved  in to  th e  legacy  of th a t w o rk  a little  fu r th e r than  
h e  d o e s—for exam ple, to  consider th e  n u m e ro u s  im ita tions it h a s  in sp ired  since 
its pub lication . A ll these  essays share  com m on fea tures, in  particu la r: th a t they  
are  luc id ly  w ritten , in d eed  fo llow ing  E dw ards 's  "exho rta tion  to  all con tribu to rs 
[...] th a t th ey  try  as m u ch  as it is w ith in  the ir p o w er to  em u la te  C.S. L ew is in 
style an d  substance" (xvi); th a t th ey  w ork  h a rd  to  tre a t th e ir top ics contextually, 
m ak in g  m an y  p o in ts  of contact w ith  Lew is's o ther w ritin g s a n d  w ith  o ther 
w rite rs  in  h is  milieu; a n d  th a t th ey  do  n o t neg lec t to  consider, a t least to  som e 
degree, th a t often  overlooked  th ird  goal of the  collection, th e  legacy of Lew is.
A s I h av e  said , th e  collection genera lly  sets th e  b a r qu ite  h igh ; how ever, 
a t th e  sam e tim e, it is h a m p e re d  b y  m a n y  fa u l ts—som e endem ic  to  w orks of its 
k in d  (a large reference w ork  w ritten  b y  m a n y  hands), o thers  u n iq u e  to  th is 
specific collection. O ne exam ple  of th e  fo rm er is overlap . A t least th ree  d ifferen t 
con tribu to rs, for exam ple, d iscuss th e  fam ous conversionary  conversation  on  the 
" tru e  m y th "  of C h ris tian ity  th a t took  p lace in  O xford  in  1931 be tw een  Lewis, 
Tolkien, an d  H u g o  D yson; how ever, each offers d ifferen t details , n o n e  the 
com plete  p ic tu re . L ikew ise, several scho lars d iscusses th e  o rig ins of th e  Inklings, 
b u t on ly  D av id  B ratm an gets it rig h t (III 283): con tra ry  to  p o p u la r belief, the 
Ink lings p re d a te d  L ew is an d  Tolkien, h a v in g  been  fo rm ed  as an  u n d e rg ra d u a te  
club a t U n ivers ity  C ollege b y  one E d w ard  T angye L ean (C arpen te r 56-7). 
U nfortunately , too  m a n y  scholars p re fe r to  overlook  th e  rea l o rig ins of the 
Ink lings an d  a ttrib u te  its incep tion  e ither to  L ew is or to  Tolkien. P e rh ap s these 
d isag reem en ts  a n d  overlaps are  d u e  to th e  logistical d ifficu lty  of coo rd in a tin g  so 
m a n y  d is tinc t voices or to  th e  d esire  to g ive each con tribu to r h is  ow n  say, 
w ith o u t constrain t, b u t isn 't reso lv ing  such  d ifficulties p rec ise ly  th e  function  of 
an  editor?
Yet an o th e r com m on deficiency in  such  collective w orks is th e  tendency  
for essays to v a ry  g rea tly  in  quality. Som e are  excellent, m odels of concise an d  
im p o rtan t scho larsh ip  on  th e ir sub jec t—I'v e  h ig h lig h ted  a few  of these  already.
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B ut o th e rs  are, sadly, of m u ch  less value. For exam ple, I find  the  tre a tm en t of The 
Chronicles o f Narnia to  be ra th e r too th in  for w h a t E d w ard s  calls Lew is's "g rea test 
tr iu m p h  an d  m o st e n d u rin g  w orks" (II 3). O f course, a collection as am bitious as 
this, a im ing  as it does a t n ea r com pleteness in  th e  trea tm en t of L ew is's life, 
w ritings, a n d  h is to rica l im portance , m u s t m ak e  difficu lt choices an d  occasional 
sacrifices, b u t here , I am  ju d g in g  th e  fa ilu re  of these  essays on  E dw ards 's  ow n  
criteria. F rom  h is  Preface:
Exposition and analysis essays focus on  single w orks in  the Lewis canon and 
offer the reader a com prehensive overview  of the work, including 
coverage of its origins and  place in  Lewis's life and times, its historical 
m eaning and  contem porary significance, its reception am ong readers, 
scholars, academics, critics, and a reflective judgm ent on its enduring  
influence or im pact. The readers of these essays w ill come aw ay w ith  a 
p rofound  grasp of the value and im pact of the w ork in  itself and  the 
repu tation  it creates. (xv-xvi, italics original)
It is clear th a t th e  th ree  chap te rs on  N a rn ia  fall far sho rt of th is. T he first, M arv in  
D. H in ten 's  "T he W orld  of N arn ia: M ed ieval M agic an d  M orality", sadly, reads 
like the crib no tes  to  a Narnia fo r  Dummies book, w ith  tab les on  the  pub lica tion  
v ersu s chronological o rd e r of th e  books (II 73), a facile list of " th em es"  for each 
(74-78), an  a rb itra ry  a sso rtm en t of "sam p le  allu sions" (82-86), a n d  a b o ring  
recap itu la tio n  of "w h a t L ew is h a s  to  teach  u s"  (86-88). The second  an d  th ird  
chap te rs  on  N a rn ia  are  b e tte r assem bled  an d  m ore  in teresting , b u t th ey  are 
p e rh a p s  too specia lized  for the  in te n d e d  p u rp o se  of th e  collection. O n e  trea ts  The 
Chronicles o f Narnia from  an  en v iro n m en ta lis t perspective, w h ile  th e  o th er m akes 
an  ex ten d ed  exam ination  of the  m ap s  of N a rn ia  (long  overdue). B ut th o u g h  
b e tte r th a n  H in ten 's  essay, th ey  b o th  h av e  th e ir  p rob lem s, too. M arta  G arcia de  la 
P u erta 's  chapter, "C a rto g rap h y  a n d  Fantasy: H id d e n  T reasures in  th e  M ap s of 
The Chronicles o f Narnia," does a fine job co m paring  th e  m ap s  of N a rn ia  w ith  
m ed ieva l mappaemundi, an d  it does u n e a rth  a few  "h id d e n  treasu res"  to w ard  its 
conclusion; how ever, it conflates L ew is's in ten tions for th e  m ap s  w ith  P auline 
B aynes's ow n  in d e p e n d e n t choices in  th e ir execution. A n d  th o u g h  it b eg in s (II 
115-6) a n d  closes (128-9) b y  invo k in g  Tolkien, th e  au th o r m isses a terrific 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  con trast the  m a p s  of N a rn ia  w ith  those  of M idd le -ea rth . Even 
tak en  together, the  th ree  chap te rs on  N a rn ia  offer m u ch  too  little  d iscussion  of 
th e  orig ins, m ean ing , a n d  las ting  significance of L ew is's ex ten d ed  relig ious 
allegory.
In  su m m in g  u p , I w o u ld  ju s t like to p o in t o u t (as p rom ised ) a few  
p rob lem s p a rticu la r to  this collection, as co n trasted  w ith  th e  p rob lem s likely  to 
bedev il an y  sim ilar w ork . For one, the  Indexes are  far from  com plete. I have  
fo u n d  m a n y  oversigh ts a n d  om issions from  th e  in d ex  for each volum e. Also,
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considering  th a t th is  set is in te n d e d  to be so ld  as a u n it  (indeed , th e  fou r vo lum es 
canno t be  p u rch ased  ind iv idually ), w h y  n o t o p t for a single, com prehensive  
in d ex  covering  all fou r vo lum es?  A n d  since the  set m u s t be p u rch ased  as a 
w hole, w h y  are  th e  A cknow ledgm en ts  an d  P reface d u p lica ted  across all four 
volum es? Isn 't th is  ju s t a w aste  of th e  first ten  pages in  V olum es 2-4?  A no ther 
p ro b lem  is the  price, w h ich  is m u ch  h ig h er th a n  necessary . For th e  sake of 
com parison , consider th a t C h ris tin a  Scull an d  W ayne G. H a m m o n d 's  T he J.R.R  
Tolkien Companion and Guide, a sim ilar w ork , recen tly  p u b lished , is of superio r 
p ro d u c tio n  q u a lity  an d  alm ost tw ice as long, b u t a t a th ird  the  price . It is clear 
th a t P raeg er 's  in te n d e d  m arket, in  con trast to  H o u g h to n  M ifflin 's, consists of 
lib raries a n d  p ro fessional scholars, b u t even  those  m a y  find  it d ifficu lt to  justify  
th e  cost in  th is case.
Life, Works, and Legacy is a solid  an d  w o rth w h ile  collection, if n o t a 
ste llar one . T here are  m a n y  essays w o rth  re a d in g  w ith  ra p t a tten tion  -  b u t 
several w o rth  m ere ly  skim m ing , an d  a few  w o rth  sk ip p in g  a ltoge ther -  b u t the 
p rice  is m ore  th a n  a little  p roh ib itive . A n d  g iven  its o th er faults, I can only  
reco m m en d  the  p u rch ase  to  th e  m o s t serious of L ew is scholars an d  com pletists. 
For all o thers, I  suggest you  contac t y o u r local m u n ic ip a l o r u n iv e rs ity  lib ra ry  
ab o u t ob ta in in g  a copy for y o u r com m un ity  to  share .
Works Cited
Carpenter, Humphrey. The Inklings: C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, Charles Williams, and Their 
Friends. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1979.
Glyer, Diana Pavlac. The Company They Keep: C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien as Writers in 
Community. Kent: Kent State University Press, 2007.
Hooper, Walter. C.S. Lewis: A  Companion and Guide to His Life and Works. London: Fount, 
1996.
Schultz, Jeffrey G. and John G. West, Jr., eds. The C.S. Lewis Readers' Encyclopedia. Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.
Scull, Christina and Wayne G. Hammond, eds. The J.R.R. Tolkien Companion and Guide. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006.
-Ja so n  F isher
Mythlore 26:1/2 Fall/Winter 2007  205
Reviews
Th e  Co m p a n y  Th e y  Ke e p : C.S. Le w i s  a n d  J.R.R. To l k i e n  a s  
WRITERS IN  Co m m u n i t y . D iana Pavlac Glyer. K ent, O H : K en t State 
U n ivers ity  Press, 2007. 293 pp . $45.00. 978-0-87338-890-0
W i t h  t h e  p a s s i n g  of th e  genera tion  th a t in c lu d ed  O w en  Barfield, 
H u m p h re y  C arpen te r, an d  G eorge Sayer, peop le  w h o  k n ew  th e  Ink lings 
p e rso n a lly  a n d  w h o  w ro te  ab o u t them , th e  m an tle  of L ew is scho larsh ip  rests 
u p o n  a n e w  genera tion . B ut w ith  such  creative an d  ass id u o u s w o rk  as w e are 
w itn essin g  from  Bruce L. E d w ard s, D av id  C. D ow ning , P eter Schakel, an d  
M ichael W ard, it ap p ea rs  th a t th e  legacy of in s igh tfu l a n d  scholarly  books abou t 
C.S. L ew is h as fallen  in to  v e ry  good  h an d s . R ead ing  th e  deep ly  satisfy ing  feast 
th a t is The Company They Keep: C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien as Writers in 
Comm unity  p roves th a t D iana Pavlac G lyer h a s  vau lted  h erse lf in to  th e  com pany  
of th e  v e ry  bes t th in k e rs  an d  w rite rs  on  the  Inklings.
In  h e r  book -leng th  study, G lyer s tan d s on  th e  sh o u ld e rs  of g ian ts, an d  
y e t w ith  balance, style, an d  sheer h a rd  w o rk  she m anages to  d w arf them . In 
particu lar, she com pletes n ea rly  tw en ty  years of w o rk  b y  u p d a tin g  an d  even 
su rp ass in g  H u m p h re y  C arp en te r 's  The Inklings: C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, Charles 
Williams and Their Friends. In  so do ing , G lyer h a s  crafted  an em in en tly  readab le  
an d  th o ro u g h ly  scholarly  book. She exp lores in  d e p th  an d  in  careful de tail the  
w ays th a t L ew is an d  Tolkien a n d  the ir fr iends w ro te  in  com m unity, an d  p o in ts  to 
collaboration  as a k ey  n o t on ly  to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  Ink lings b u t also to 
co m p reh en d in g  th e ir several w ritin g  processes.
T he stru c tu re  of h e r  book  len d s  m u ch  to its he lp fu lness . In  the 
In troduc tion , G lyer ad d resses a fu n d am en ta l m isread in g  of th e  concept of 
in fluence  am o n g  th e  Inklings, a m isread in g  in to  w h ich  m a n y  w rite rs  have  
justifiab ly  fallen. She calls in to  q u estio n  th e  w ay  th a t scholars an d  b io g rap h ers  
m istak en ly  h av e  accep ted  a t face va lue  L ew is's an d  T olkien's assertions th a t they  
in fluenced  each o th er little  o r n o t a t all.
C h ap te r O ne, "Inklings: B u ild ing  C om m unity ," sets the  stage for the 
book, o ffering  one of th e  clearest accounts ever a ttem p ted  concern ing  the 
fo rm ation  of th a t collaborative com m un ity  w h ich  p ro d u ced  so m u ch  in trig u in g  
w riting . Indeed , G lyer p in p o in ts  th e  da te  of th e  incep tion  of th e  Inklings, 
su g gesting  th e  au th o ria l risk  Tolkien took in  D ecem ber 1929 in  first sh a rin g  h is 
B eren an d  L u th ien  p o em  w ith  Lew is as th e  s ta rtin g  p o in t for all th a t fo llow ed. 
L ew is re sp o n d ed  w ith  ju s t the rig h t com bination  of e n th u s ia sm  an d  criticism , 
cem en ting  th e ir p erso n a l a n d  co llaborative re la tionsh ip  for years to  com e an d  
effectively b ir th in g  the  Inklings. To h ave  in  one chap te r such a c learly -w ritten  
an d  w e ll-docum en ted  accoun t of th e  fo rm ation  of th e  Ink lings itself m akes 
G lyer's book  invaluable .
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In  C h ap te r Two, "Influence: A ssessing  Im pact,"  G lyer m ak es th e  cen tral 
a rg u m en t of th e  re s t of th e  b o o k —th a t th e  Ink lings in d eed  sh a red  varied  and  
m u ltiv a len t influence. She sets th e  fram ew ork  for th e  res t of th e  book  by  
ad o p tin g  K aren  B urke LeFevre's four-fo ld  m o d e l of w ritin g  com m unities: 
R esonato rs, O p p o n en ts , E d ito rs, a n d  C o llabora to rs, u s in g  these categories as the 
them es for m o s t of the rem ain in g  chapters. A s w ith  all of the concepts G lyer 
d iscusses, she deftly  in tro d u ces h e r top ics an d  im m ed ia te ly  su p p o rts  h e r  claim s 
w ith  a tow er of research . In  fact, th is  read e r often  fo u n d  h im se lf d e ligh ted ly  
abso rbed  in  the foo tno tes, w ish in g  th ey  them selves com prised  a com pan ion  
volum e. Such a tten tive  an d  d iligen t scho larsh ip  in such  clear p ro se  offers 
p ractical joy for those of u s  w ho  w an t to  th in k  clearly  ab o u t the Ink lings an d  
th e ir w ritings.
C h ap te rs  T hree  th ro u g h  Six follow  L eFevre's fram ew ork , trac in g  h o w  
th e  Ink lings su p p o r te d  each o th e r 's  p rogress, issu ed  challenges to w rite  o r to 
im prove the ir w ritin g , m ad e  changes to  books in  p ro g ress , an d  w o rk ed  together 
to  b rin g  th e ir books to  com pletion . T hese chap te rs  fo rm  th e  h e a rt of G lyer's 
p ercep tive  study. T hey  show case G lyer's g ift for com bing  th ro u g h  all of the 
b io g rap h ies  an d  com m entaries an d  th en  cohesively  p re sen tin g  the m o s t sa lien t 
m ate ria l in  a w ay  th a t w ill in trigue  read e rs  n ew  to the Ink lings w hile  de ligh ting  
those  fam iliar w ith  th e  scho larsh ip . The Company They Keep im pressively  serves 
as b o th  u sefu l co m p en d iu m  an d  th o u g h tfu l a rg u m en t, o ffering  all read e rs  fresh  
w ays to consider o ld  m a te ria l, in v iting  u s  to re a d  m ore  w id e ly  an d  to  th in k  m ore 
deep ly  ab o u t such  m atte rs. (A nd th is su re ly  w as L ew is's m o s t p e rs is ten t p u rp o se  
in  all of h is  w ritin g  an d  teaching.)
In  C h ap te r Seven, "R eferents: W riting  ab o u t Each O ther," G lyer takes 
b o th  LeFevre 's m odel a n d  C arp en te r 's  b io g rap h y  a step  fu rther, g a th e rin g  
to ge ther all of the  Ink lings 's  com m ents ab o u t each o th er th a t she could  find. This 
chap te r accom plishes tw o  rem arkab le  th ings. Those w ho  have re a d  the p rim ary  
an d  secondary  sources on  the In k lings a t one tim e or an o th e r w ill find  ga th e red  
m u ch  of w h a t th ey  have  en co u n te red , an d  p e rh a p s  h alf-rem em ber, from  their 
p erip a te tic  read ing . G lyer h a s  v ig ilan tly  an d  labo riously  collected all these 
chestnu ts, o rd e rin g  th em  nea tly  in  one spot. Second, G lyer h a s  ach ieved  for 
L ew is read e rs  a sem blance of w h a t W ayne G. H am m o n d  a n d  C h ris tin a  Scull 
h av e  done  for years for Tolkien stud ies. H am m o n d  a n d  Scull's in im itab le  
scho larsh ip  in to  p rim a ry  source m a te ria l h as c leared  a p a th  for Tolkien scholars 
for decades to  com e. So n o w  too  h a s  G lyer, b o th  in  th is chap te r an d  th ro u g h o u t 
h e r  rem arkab le  book. G lyer's w ork  g ives rise to  th e  h o p e  of m ore  such 
scho larsh ip  to co m e—if n o t from  G lyer, th en  a t least in sp ired  an d  enco u rag ed  b y  
h e r  exam ple.
H e r final chapter, "C reativ ity : A p p rec ia tin g  In terac tion ,"  p o in ts  to  the 
w id e r them es of the collaborative project, an d  also ind ica tes the d irection  w hich
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G lyer's n ex t w ork  m ig h t take. She in sp ires  read e rs  of th e  Ink lings to  fo llow  their 
exam ple  b y  d ev e lop ing  th e ir o w n  w ritin g  com m unities. She also ro u n d s  o u t h e r 
s tu d y  w ith  a m u ch -n eed ed  exp lo ra tion  of H a ro ld  B loom 's The A nxie ty  o f Influence: 
A  Theory o f Poetry a n d  the  re su ltin g  critical conversation  reg a rd in g  the  concept of 
influence. A s she so deftly  does th ro u g h o u t th e  book , G lyer in  h e r  conclusion 
m arsh a ls  p rim a ry  text, b iog raphy , an d  criticism  to ad d ress  th e  larger 
im plica tions of h e r  top ic , to u ch in g  u p o n  theo rists  in c lu d in g  M ichael O akesho tt 
an d  M ichel F oucau lt in  o rd e r to explore  th e  ram ifica tions of h e r  study. In  h e r last 
chap te r as th ro u g h o u t the  re s t of h e r  book, G lyer's clear th ink ing , careful 
research , an d  luc id  sty le do w h a t all such  books sh o u ld  d o —inv ite  re ad e rs  to 
fo llow  h e r  exam ple, th o u g h tfu lly  d o in g  m ore  of th e  sam e.
D av id  B ratm an 's A p p en d ix  of n in e teen  b iog raph ica l sketches of the 
"canon ical" m em b ers  of th e  In k lings slots n icely  in to  G lyer's book, ach iev ing  the 
sam e effect L ew is so often  h a s  w ith  h is o w n  lite ra ry  n am e-d ro p p in g : nam ely, 
m ak in g  read e rs  w an t fo llow  th e  tra il of th e  au th o rs  h e  d iscusses. R a ther th an  an 
a fte rthough t, B ra tm an 's A p p en d ix  fo rm s a v ita l ad d itio n  a n d  ratifies the 
u se fu ln ess  of The Company They Keep. It d e libera te ly  fin ishes th e  volum e, a rriv ing  
alm ost like a perfectly  tas te fu l desse rt a t th e  en d  of an  excellent m eal, com pleting  
an d  un ify in g  a deep ly -sa tisfy ing  feast.
T his re ad e r is left a t a loss as to h o w  to d e rid e  th is o u ts tan d in g  volum e, 
an d  h e  can on ly  find  one com plain t. G lyer h a s  in d ica ted  in  p riva te  
co rrespondence  th a t h e r  be llw ether of a book sh ru n k  u p o n  revision , to  th e  p o in t 
of e lim in a tin g  tw o  A ppend ices. T he g rea tness  of The Company They Keep is 
tem p e red  on ly  b y  m ak in g  u s  w ish  th e re  w ere  m ore  of it. This book rep resen ts  a 
m ajo r lan d m ark  in  Ink lings scholarship .
N ea rly  h a lf  a cen tu ry  after h is  death , in  sign ifican t w ays th e  best 
scho larsh ip  on  C.S. L ew is (and  especially  on  th e  m an ifo ld  im plica tions of h is 
w ork) lies ah ead  of us. If D iana  Pavlac G lyer's excellent w ork  offers any  
ind ica tion , th e  p a th  fo rw ard  p ro m ises m uch . R eaders a n d  scholars alike shall 
su re ly  find  m ore  ligh t on  C.S. L ew is so long  as books like The Company They Keep 
appear, g u id in g  u s  w ith  such  clarity  a n d  in s ig h t on  o u r way.
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Ro o t s  a n d  Br a n c h e s : Se l e c t e d  Pa p e r s  o n  To l k i e n . Tom  Shippey. 
B erne a n d  Z urich: W alk ing  Tree Pub lishers , 2007. Softcover. 432pp. $24.20. ISBN 
978-3905703054.
A n y  e x c u s e  t o  r e v i s i t  the  essays of Tom  Shippey, a rg u ab ly  the  w orld 's  
p reem in en t Tolkien scholar, is a w elcom e one, a n d  th e  convenience of h av in g  
so m a n y  collected to g e th e r in  one p lace a lread y  m ak es Roots and Branches w ell 
w o rth  its cover price. Sh ippey 's p ap e rs  an d  ta lks are  a lw ays illu m in a tin g  an d  
lively; anyone w ho  h a s  h e a rd  h im  speak  pub lic ly  w ill perceive h is w itty  and  
d ro ll d e livery  com ing  th ro u g h  from  ev ery  p rin te d  p age  in  th is long  ov erd u e  
collection. T he tw en ty -th ree  essays th a t com prise  th e  vo lum e rep re sen t som e of 
Sh ippey 's finest w ork , b ro k en  d o w n  in to  fou r sections, each  re in fo rc ing  the 
cen tra l m e tap h o r of th e  ram ify ing  Tree so d ea r to  Tolkien: "T he Roots: Tolkien 
an d  h is P redecesso rs," "H eartw ood : Tolkien an d  Scholarsh ip ," "T he T runk: The 
L o rd  of the  R ings, T he S ilm arillion ," an d  "Tw igs a n d  Branches: M ino r W orks by  
Tolkien."
A long  w ith  p rev io u sly  p rin te d  essays, th e  collection p resen ts  several 
new , u n p u b lish e d  papers . These inc lude  th e  lead  essay, "Tolkien an d  th e  Beowulf- 
Poet," a logical com pan ion  piece to  "T olkien a n d  th e  Gawain-Poet," p u b lish ed  
w ith  the Proceedings o f the J.R.R. Tolkien Centenary Conference in  1995. T hat essay, 
long  o u t of p rin t, is h e re  too, an d  b o th  are essen tia l re ad in g  for an y b o d y  w ho  
w o u ld  learn  h o w  T olkien's p rofessional s tu d ies  in fo rm ed  h is  creative processes. 
In  m an y  cases, as S h ippey  dem onstra tes, Tolkien so u g h t to  solve or rectify  in  h is 
o w n  m y thopoeic  creations th e  a p p a re n t m istakes, cruces, a n d  lacunae  he  
d iscovered  in  th e  course of h is  academ ic w ork  on  Beowulf, the  E ddas, Sir Gawain 
and the Green Knight, an d  o ther m ed ieva l w ritings. O th e r n ew  essays inc lude  
"T he P rob lem  of th e  R ings: Tolkien a n d  W agner," "F igh ting  th e  L ong  Defeat: 
P h ilo logy  in  T olkien's Life a n d  F iction," "'A  F u n d  of W ise Sayings': P roverb ia lity  
in  Tolkien," a n d  the  m arve lous "Tolkien a n d  Iceland: T he P h ilo logy  of E nvy" 
(this las t h a s  b een  available online, th o u g h  nev er fo rm ally  pub lished).
O f th e  rem ain in g  e igh teen  papers , all p rev io u sly  p u b lished , several 
h av e  been  ex p anded , u p d a te d , o r o therw ise  rev ised  from  th e  fo rm s in  w hich  
th ey  o rig inally  app ea red . This includes, for instance, th e  m in im iza tio n  of " the  
signs of o rig inal o ra l de livery" (i), a n d  th e  ad d itio n  of ex p lan a to ry  notes, 
anno ta tions, an d  even  transla tions, as in  th e  case of "T olkien a n d  Ice land ." A ll of 
th is  ad d s  u p  to a collection th a t is, in  m an y  w ays, n ew  an d  re fre sh in g —even for 
re ad e rs  a lread y  fam iliar w ith  m a n y  of th e  vo lum e's co n stitu en t parts.
A t th e  sam e tim e, I m u s t call in to  q u estio n  th e  ostensib le  p rem ises on 
w h ich  the collection h a s  b een  assem bled . In  h is  Preface, T hom as H onegger 
asserts  th a t "m an y  of [Professor Shippey 's] essays are, th o u g h  still h ig h ly  topical, 
n o  longer read ily  available. I t w as th is unsa tisfac to ry  situa tion  w h ich  p ro m p ted
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W alking  Tree P ub lishers  to  app ro ach  Tom  S h ippey  a n d  p ropose  to  h im  th e  re ­
pub lica tion  of h is  o ld er essays." If th a t w as in d eed  the  case, th en  th e  collection 
h a s  n o t q u ite  succeeded  in  its m ission . T he m ajo rity  of th e  p a p e rs  collected in  
Roots and Branches a re  recent, still in  p rin t, an d  read ily  available (though  to 
assem ble th em  all on  one 's o w n  w o u ld  be  a tim e-consum ing  a n d  expensive 
endeavo r). To give an  id ea  of w h a t I  m ean : fo u rteen  of th e  tw en ty -th ree  essays in  
th e  book  w ere  p rin te d  or w ritten  in  ju s t th e  last seven  years (2000-2006), an d  
alm ost all of th em  are  still in  p rin t. For th e  decade of th e  1990s, th ere  are  on ly  five 
rep resen ta tiv e  essays, an d  for th e  1980s, on ly  four. E ven th e  m ajo rity  of these are 
still in  p r in t an d  available today. For the  1970s, th ere  are  none, th o u g h  th is 
decade ad m itted ly  p recedes the "p e rio d  of som e tw en ty -five  years" (i) p ro fessed  
in  the In troduc tion .
O ne can read ily  see h o w  th e  skew  to w ard  Shippey 's m o s t recen t w ork  
could  h av e  b een  b e tte r ba lanced  b y  th e  su b stitu tio n  of o lder, ra re r essays for 
som e of those  p u b lish ed  m ore  recen tly  an d  still in  p rin t. To be m o re  specific, 
w h e re  is "C rea tion  from  Ph ilo logy  in  The Lord o f the R ings" (o rig inally  p u b lish ed  
in  J.R.R. Tolkien, Scholar and Storyteller, an d  unava ilab le  since 1979)? W here  is 
"Tolkien as a Post-W ar W riter" (pub lished  in  the  n o to rio u sly  ou t-o f-p rin t 
Proceedings o f the J.R.R. Tolkien Centenary Conference, a longside  an  essay  th a t did 
m ak e  it in to  th is  collection)? W here  are  Shippey 's en g ag in g  a n d  insigh tfu l 
speeches to the  Tolkien Society 's A n n u a l D inners of 1980, 1983, a n d  1991 
(pu b lish ed  in  D igging Potatoes, Growing Trees, vo lum es 1-2)? P e rh ap s  these  w o u ld  
h av e  p re sen ted  too g rea t a challenge for ed itin g  o u t the  artifacts of orality, b u t 
th ey  are  de ligh tfu l to  re a d  a n d  d ifficult to  com e by. A n d  w h ile  I m u s t 
cong ra tu la te  W alk ing  Tree for u n e a rth in g  Shippey 's 1982 rev iew  of Tolkien's 
neg lec ted  opuscu le , Mr. Bliss, th e  p re sen t collection cou ld  also h av e  benefited  
from  th e  inc lusion  of h is  rev iew s of th e  C a rp en te r b iography , The Silmarillion, and  
The Letters o f J.R.R. Tolkien (pub lished  in  the  Oxford M ail an d  Times Literary 
Supplement b e tw een  1977 an d  1981). H a d  all these essays been  inc luded , the 
tem p o ra l d is tribu tion  of S h ippey 's  w ork  w o u ld  have  been  m u ch  m o re  level, an d  
th e  w orks rep r in te d  m u ch  m ore  d ifficu lt for th e  average read e r to  ob tain , thereby  
increasing  th e  va lue  of th e  p re sen t collection m a n y  fold.
R eg ard in g  th e  speeches a t th e  Tolkien Society 's A n n u a l D inners, I w o u ld  
n o te  th a t one of th e  m o s t in te re s tin g —a n d  en te r ta in in g —aspects of these  ta lks is 
th e ir in terac tive  na tu re . T he speeches as p rin te d  in  Digging Potatoes, Growing Trees 
in c lude  n o t ju s t Sh ippey 's declam ations, b u t also th e  q u estions a n d  in terjections 
of h is a u d ie n c e — som etim es in c lu d in g  w ell-know n  nam es, such  as C harles N oad , 
Jessica Yates, an d  H elen  A rm strong , to  n am e  a few. Each one is a conversation. A s 
n o ted  earlier, th is  m ig h t h ave  p re sen ted  a d ilem m a to H o n eg g er an d  S h ippey  in 
th e  p rep a ra tio n  of th e  p re sen t vo lum e: w h e th e r to  rem ove those  traces of o ra lity  
o r to  p r in t th e  piece(s) in tact. B ut one of th e  essays th a t is in c lu d ed  in  Roots and
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Branches p resen ts  ju s t th e  sam e problem : "A llegory v ersu s Bounce: (H alf of) an 
E xchange on  Sm ith o f Wootton M ajor.'' S h ippey  explains in  a foo tno te  th a t the 
essay  "began  as a pub lic  d eba te  be tw een  m yse lf an d  V erlyn F lieger"  (351), a n d  it 
w as su b seq u en tly  p u b lished , as a dialogue, in  th e  Journal fo r  the Fantastic in the 
A r ts — so w h y  p ru n e  F lieger's w o rth w h ile  p erspective  o u t of th e  conversation  
h e re  in  Roots and Branches? P e rh ap s  it w as done  in  th e  in te rests  of k e ep in g  the 
vo lum e en tire ly  in  Sh ippey 's o w n  voice, b u t th o u g h  th a t w o u ld  m ak e  sense, 
som eth ing  is defin ite ly  lost in  th e  rev ision .
B ut lest I so u n d  too  negative, le t m e  h a s ten  to  reassert that, d esp ite  
som e exaggera tion  of the  age or u n av a ilab ility  of its contents, an d  desp ite  a few  
m issed  o p p o rtu n itie s  to  re p r in t gen u in e ly  ra re  essays, th e  collection is 
neverthe less  an  essen tia l ad d itio n  to  an y  serious Tolkien library. Som e particu la r 
gem s include: "G rim m , G ru n d tv ig , Tolkien: N atio n a lism  a n d  the  In ven tion  of 
M ytholog ies," w h ich  set th e  stage for such  la te r essays as A nne C. Petty 's 
" Iden tify ing  E ng land 's  L onn ro t"  (Tolkien Studies, 2004) an d  V erlyn F lieger's "A 
M ytho logy  for F in land: Tolkien an d  L o n n ro t as M y thm akers"  (in Jane C hance's 
Tolkien and the Invention o f M yth , 2004); "Tolkien an d  'T he H om ecom ing  of 
B eo rh tno th ',"  a gen u in e ly  h a rd -to -fin d  essay  on  one of Tolkien's m o s t overlooked  
w orks, an d  w h ich  m a y  h av e  p av ed  th e  w ay  for R ichard  C. W est's su p erb  essay, 
"T u rin 's  Ofermod: A n  O ld  E nglish  T hem e in  th e  D evelopm en t of th e  S tory of 
T u rin "  (in V erlyn F lieger an d  C arl F. H o ste tte r 's  Tolkien's Legendarium); an d  
"Tolkien 's A cadem ic R ep u ta tio n  N ow ," a d a te d  b u t im p o rtan t assessm en t of 
T olkien's im p ac t on  th e  scholarly  s tu d y  of O ld  a n d  M id d le  English, as assessm en t 
w h ich  h a s  been  considerab ly  fu rth e red  in  M ichael D.C. D rou t's  m ore  recen t 
essay, "J.R.R. Tolkien's M ed ieval Scholarsh ip  a n d  its S ignificance" (Tolkien Studies, 
2007).
A dditionally , re ad e rs  sho u ld  n o t overlook  th e  sh o rt b u t va luab le  
In troduc tion , in  w h ich  S h ippey  sets h is o w n  w ork  in  context, an d  m ore  
im portan tly , de livers h is verd ic t on  w h a t Tolkien s tud ies  h a s  n o t yet ad equa te ly  
ad d ressed . These few  p re lim in a ry  pages offer a k in d  of "to  do  list" for Tolkien 
scholars an d  w ill ho p efu lly  sp u r  fu r th e r investiga tion  of: T olkien's lite ra ry  
an teceden ts, p a rticu la rly  th e  V ictorian  an d  E dw ard ian ; th e  significance of the 
p ara lle l efforts a t com parative  p h ilo logy  a n d  com parative  m y th o lo g y  u n d e rta k e n  
in  Tolkien's milieu; th e  in te rp lay  of topoi in  the  w orks of Tolkien, Lew is, W illiam s, 
Barfield, a n d  th e ir f r ie n d s—w hich  S h ippey  calls th e  "Ink ling  conversation"; 
T olkien's ea rly  p o e try  in  all its varied  fo rm s an d  revisions; an d  m ore  besides. But 
th e  w ork  con tinues u n ab a te d , of course, by  S h ippey  an d  o thers. A n d  one m ay  
h o p e  th a t th e  com ing  years w ill y ield  am p le  m a teria l for a second  vo lum e of 
Sh ippey 's essays on  Tolkien. In  th e  m ean tim e, Roots and Branches s tan d s  as an 
excellent checkpo in t in  an env iab le  career.
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